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Further opportunities occurred for putting William in
the place that was rightly his father's, and Bismarck made
the most of them.    In   188^ a meeting was  arranged
between   the   Emperors   of   Germany   and   Austria   at
Gastein   in  order  to   cement  the   friendship   of their
countries.    Bismarck   contrived   that   William   should
attend these conversations instead of the Crown Prince.
The very day that they were finished the Emperor de-
spatched him on a further mission to Tsar Alexander III
at Brest-Litovsk, where he was holding a military review.
William,  in his memoirs,  professed  himself unwilling
again to supplant his father, but his grandfather told him
that Bismarck would not consent to send the Crown Prince,
as he was far too Anglophil to be an acceptable am-
bassador;   Bismarck, when similarly applied to, shrugged
his shoulders and told him that such were the Emperor's
orders.    So William,  having made this  effort of filial
piety, went off to Brest-Litovsk to meet that colossal
cousin whom he had sworn to befriend.    Perhaps he
was a little disappointed that his intercession on behalf
of the Crown Prince had not found favour.   It would
have fed his soul to have been able to tell his mother
that, owing to his entreaties, this mission to the Tsar was
entrusted to his father instead of himself.

The mission was a complete failure. Bismarck seldom
made a mistake, and very seldom repeated one, but
now he was guilty on both counts. Some years before
(1877), in order to sow discord between England and
France, he had declared that Germany would favour the
permanent occupation of Egypt by England, but Lord
Beaconsfield had intimated that if die Queen of England
decided to do so, she would not require ' P. Bismarck's *
permission. On the present occasion William was